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COUNTY SALES
P.0. Box 191
Floyd,VA 24091

MAILING LIST
Thanksto all of our customerswho | et usknow about the
mailing problem we had with our last Newdetter. Duetoa
malfunctionin our mailing service, quiteafew customers
received asmany as5 extracopies of the newdetter, while
othersnever got acopy. Thissummer wewill begoingtoa
new mailing system that should eliminate occurrenceslike
this. If you did not get NL # 297, let us know—we have
someextras.

SPECIAL MERCHANDISE PRIZES
It'sbeen along time, but we are once again offering some
specia merchandiseprizes: dl customerswho placean or-
der with us between now and May 29, 2009 will be eli-
gible. Winning nameswill bedrawn at random.
1STPRIZE: $100.00 credit
for anything we sell at County Sales
2"PRIZE: Your choiceof any BEARFAMILY Boxed
setupto 5 Units (4 CDs plusbooklet)
39PRIZE: 5regular price($13.50) CDsof your choice
4" & 5" PRIZE: 3regular price ($13.50) CDsof your
choice.

SPECIAL SALEon COUNTY & REBEL RECORDS
Inthelight of thetough economictimes, wearegoingtodo
the best we can to keep pricesdown so that customerscan
get themost for their entertainment dollar. Withthat inmind,
this month we are featuring some choice itemsfrom the
REBEL and COUNTY catalogsat the specia priceof just
$7.00aCD (below wholesalecost). Seepage 2.
Thisoffer will endon MAY 15, 2009.

f PHONE ORDERS: (540) 745-2001

FAX ORDERS: (540) 745-2008

FIELD RECORDER’'SCOLLECTIVE
All seriousfansand collectors of old-timemusic
should by now be aware of the excellent CDs
being put out by thisorganization headed by Ray
Alden—adedicated and knowledgeablefan of the
music. Thefascinatingdiscsinther catalog arenot
soldin storesand must be ordered direct from Mr.
Alden, who pressesthemupinsmdl quantities, with
roydtiesbeing paidtothefamiliesof theartiss. Most
of the records have between 20 and 30 cuts, and
though thereisafair amount of fading into perfor-
mances, the sound quality of the albumswe' ve
heardispretty good. Themusic generally comes
fromlivefiedrecordingsmadeby Mr.Aldenanda
variety of other collectors, and most goesback to
the 1960s (in some cases earlier). A recent ran-
dom handful of discsfromtheir expanding catalog
included items by John Ashby, Round Peak—
Vol. 2, P.T. Bell (Texasfiddler from the 1940s),
and onecalled Galax Gems. (Onthelatter you'll
find tuneswith Wade Ward, Norman Edmonds,
George Pegram and Kyle Creed, among others.
You cansendfor their catadogfrom RAY ALDEN
124 QUAKER BRIDGE ROAD, CROTON,
N.Y. 10520

Purchase Amount $4.00-29.99 $30.00-59.99 $60.00-139.99 $140.00-199.99  Over $200.00
U. S. Media Mail 3.50 5.00 7.00 8.00 9.50
U. S. Priority Mail 5.00 7.50 9.75 12.50 15.00

International/Canadian orders will be charged exact shipping costs based on weight of the order

ALL CUSTOMERS ARE CHARGED A $1.00 HANDLING FEE * ALL VIRGINIA CUSTOMERS MUST ADD 5% SALES TAX.

For UPS/COD shipments, please add $9.00 in addition to regular shipping charges.
For USMail/COD shipments, please add $6.25 in addition to regular shipping charges.
For special expedited rates (FED EX, UPS, NEXT DAY, etc) pleasecall or fax usfor cost & authorization.

SEND ALL ORDERS TO:
COUNTY SALES
P.O. BOX 191
FLOYD, VA 24091
540-745-2001 * Minimum credit card order is $25.00 * (Fax) 540-745-2008




SPECIAL SALE Of REBEL & COUNTY RECORDS

For avery limited timeweareoffering al of thefollowing CDsat aspecid priceof just $7.00 per CD. Thereisnolimit
to how many you can purchase, and these can be used toward your SPECIAL OFFER (Buy 6 and get the seventh CD
free—but your free CD must beany Rebel or County CD, not limited tothislist! ). Thislistincludesmany of Rebel’s
best-sdlling records. Also notethe special County CCS- series—when theseare sold out therewill beno more pressed.
NOTE: Thisoffer ends MAY 15, 2009.

CCS-111
CCS-112
CCS-117
CCS-119
REB-1528
REB-1536
REB-1559
REB-1571
REB-1651
REB-1663
REB-1665
REB-1691
REB-1692
REB-1700
REB-1703
REB-1704
REB-1705
REB-1715
REB-1725
REB-1731
REB-1733
REB-1737
REB-1738
REB-1744
REB-1749
REB-1758
REB-1761
REB-1762
REB-1764
REB-1765
REB-1772
REB-1776
REB-1777
REB-1778
REB-1780
REB-1785
REB-1788
REB-1789
REB-1795
REB-1801
COU-2703
COU-2705
COU-2706
COU-2712
COU-2728
COU-2740
COU-2742
COU-3501
COU-3515
COU-3517
COU-3523
COU-3530

FLATT & SCRUGGS *“You Can Fesl It In'Your Soul”

CARTERFAMILY “Clinch Mountain Treasures’

FLATT & SCRUGGSwithDOCWATSON Instrumental

BILL MONROE “American Traveler” Instrumentas
SELDOM SCENE “Act 3"

SELDOM SCENE “Old Train”

COUNTRY GENTS*“Jo€'sLast Train”

RALPH STANLEY *“ClinchMt Gospel”

BILL EMERSON “Homeof the Red Fox”
COUNTRY GENTS* Return Engagement”
RHONDA VINCENT “New Dreams& Sunshine”
[HIrd TYMEOUT (Their 1% album)

RHONDA VINCENT “ Bound For Glory”
LARRY SPARKS “Travdin”

Hrd TYME OUT “Puttin New Roots Down”
RONNIEBOWMAN “Cold VirginiaNight”
CHARLIE SIZEMORE “Back Home’
COUNTRY GENTS “Souvenirs’

BILL HARRELL & FRIENDS

BLUE HIGHWAY “Wind To TheWest”
FORBESFAMILY *“Shadow Of Your Wings’
RICHARD GREENE “SalesTax Toddle’
RICHARD BENNETT

MARK NEWTON “LivingA Dream”
CHRISJONES “Follow Your Heart”
AULDRIDGE-BENNET-GAUDREAU
CLIFFWALDRON *“ Seasons Past”

LOU REID “BlueHeartache”

MARK NEWTON *“Follow MeBack To The Fold”
RALPH STANLEY “WhileThe AgesRoll On”
KARK SHIFLETT “InFull Color”

ROCK COUNTY Don Rigsby-Glen Duncan band
DAVE EVANS “HangA Light Out For M€’
DOYLELAWSON “Tennessee Dream”
LONGVIEW *“Lessons|n Stone’

JAMESALAN SHELTON “ Song For Greta”
LILLY BROS. “What Will | LeaveBehind’

DON RENO & RED SMILEY “Together Again”
MARK NEWTON “NoBoundaries’

LARRY RICE “CloudsOver Carolina”
FRANKLIN GEORGE West VaOld-Time. Great
KENNY BAKER “Master Fiddler”

BOBBY HICKS *“Texas Crapshooter”

ART STAMPER “ThelLost Fiddler”

RAFE STEFANINI “Hell & Scissors’

CURLY SECKLER “That Old Book Of Mine’
TEXASHOEDOWN REVISITED Fiddle
CHARLIEPOOLE—VOl. 1

ECK ROBERTSON TexasFiddler

GRAY SON & WHITTER (1928-1930)

MUSIC OF SOUTHWEST VA.

ROANE COUNTY RAMBLERS fiddleband

. ﬁ'“.‘-:' Lyats




BARKER-726 JIM WATSON *“ThisWorld Would
BeAll Sunshine” Watson, who wasamember of theold
Red Clay Ramblersband long ago, isaveteran old time
musi cian from North Carolina, and hehasan enjoyable 16-
track dbum hereonhisownlabel. Hehasavery distinctive
high register voice, and aleaning to sentimenta old songs (at
least onthisrecording). He gets sympathetic backing from
avariety of musiciansincluding Mike Craver, ChrisBrashear,
Alice Gerrard, Gary and Tony Williamson, Joe Newberry,
and fiddler Bill Hicks. Songsinclude SWEET SUNNY
SOUTH, DADDY & HOME, UNCLOUDY DAY,WRITE
ALETTERTOMY MOTHER, PRODIGAL SON, THE
DEATH OFELLENTON, VISION OF MOTHER, €tc.

$13.50

ROU-0617 DAILEY & VINCENT “Brothers
From Different Mothers’ It doesn’t seem that
long ago that Jamie Dailey & Darrin Vincent
cameout with their first album—arecording that
won all sorts of awards (8 or 9 of them?) at the
IBMA Bluegrass Awards Show last September.
That superb album contained numerous excel lent
songs including the truly outstanding BY THE
MARK, and established thisband asoneof themost
popular and talked about groupsin Bluegrass. They
havefollowed it upwith adiscthatisequally fine,
drawing songsfrom sourcesasdiverseasGillian
Welch again (shewroteBY THE MARK) and the
Satler Brothers: (YEARSAGO and THERE IS
Y OU work pretty well
in a Bluegrass setting,
though the unison cho-
rusonYEARSAGOis
somewhat jarring,
thoughit certainly cre-
ates achange of pace).
No less than 7 of the
songs are of the hard-
driving variety that
should please any and
every fan of traditional
Bluegrass, and the gospel cutslike WHEN I'VE
TRAVELED MY LAST MILE,OHYEMUST BE
BORNAGAIN andWHEN | REACHMY HOME
are masterpieces. THERE ISY OU, one of the 2
Statler songs, turnsinto aL ouvin Brothersstyle
pieceby thetimeitends. GIRL IN THEVALLEY
is very reminiscent of the old New Quicksilver
Band, and the Gillian Welch-David Rawlings
song WINTER SCOME & GONE islovdy (though
the version done recently by Kenny & Amanda
Smithisequally fine). Everyonewho enjoyed their
first recording will find plenty tolikejust asmuchin
this top-notch new disc. HIGHLY RECOM-
MENDED! $13.50

3

STEIN-2009 PHILLIP STEINMETZ “Live From
Mandolin Farm” Onthis, histhird recording (at |east),
Steinmetz soundsmoreforceful bothinhissingingand his
banjo playing, as he comes up with another enjoyabl e pro-
gram of 17 songs and tunes with help from his band the
Sunny Tennesseeans (Mark Hargis, Mike Fulkerson, and
Robert Montgomery—they play 2 guitars and a bass).
Steinmetz playsin astyle heavily influenced by Grandpa
Jones(hisGreat Uncle) and Uncle Dave Macon, and many
of thetunesherereflect that. A nicejob hereandif youwant
agood sampleof thisentertainer’swork wewould suggest
thisasthe best of histhree CDs. OLD RATTLER, ARE
Y OU FROM DIXIE,WALKINGIN MY SLEERP, 8MORE
MILESTO LOUISVILLE, ROLL ON BUDDY, CAN-
NONBALL RAG etc. $13.50

REB-1828 KENNY & AMANDA SMITH
“Live& Learn” Onthis, ason ther previous
abums, the Smiths present
a smoothly textured con-
temporary Bluegrasssound
highlighted by thewonder-
ful, soulful singing of
Amanda. Thesubtle, out-
standing guitar work of
Kenny addssubstantially to
a very warm sound—he
contributesacoupleof nice
vocasaswedl. Ron Stewart addshisfinefiddieand
banjo work to someof thetracks, and Alan Bartram
ison bass. All the songswork seamlessly for the
band, but | especialy liketheir takeson Norman
Blake's RANDALL COLLINS, the traditional
CRUEL WILLIE, Gary Brewer’'sBLUESDOWN
IN KENTUCKY and Wayne Winkle'sDO THE
BEST YOU CAN. Ancther lovely albumfromthis
Virginiacouple. $13.50

STONEMAN-2008 RONI STONEMAN “First Lady
Of Banjo” Oneof thevery first women to tackle Bluegrass
banjo, Ms. Stoneman isstill picking and making appear-
ancesafter asuccessful career withtheHee Haw show. On
thisrecent CD sheisbacked by sister Donnaon mandolin
and brother Jim on bass, a ong with her son Robert Cox on
guitar. Heresheplaysabundleof standard and oft requested
ingrumentalslikeDEAR OLD DIXIE, GRANDFATHER'S
CLOCK, FOGGY MOUNTAIN BREAKDOWN,
SHUCKIN THE CORN and BANJO SIGNAL, etc.
Probably dueto along career of trying to get maximum
reaction fromthecrowds, Ms. Stoneman playsalot of these
tunesabit too fast, resulting in achoppy sound. HOME
SWEET HOME, CRIPPLE CREEK, LADY OF SPAIN,
DELIVERANCE, etc. $13.50



BACM-202 FISHERHENDLEY with hisAristocratic
Pigs Hendley was apopular entertainer and early pro-
moter of rural musicinthe Carolinasin the 1920sand 30s,
featured over WBT radio in Charlotte, NC among other
shows. Hisrecorded output—much of whichisincludedin
this 22 track record—was amixed bag of authentic old-
time music and schmaltzy pop flavored pieces. Thecuts
included onthisdisc aredivided about half and half. The
10 moreinteresting songs & tunesinclude an early (1925
song with banjo, (LET YOUR SHACK BURN DOWN
aredly niceHOPALONG PETER, and 4 good string band
cutswith his 1933 band, the CarolinaTar Heels (nottobe
confused with the Dock Walsh and Tom Ashley group of
thesamename). But thereal highlightsof thisCD are4
tracksthat Hendley madefor the Victor label in 1930 with
Henry Whitter & Marshal Small, including thefinebanjo/
guitar instrumental STAR & FEATHERS and SHUFFLE
FEET SHUFFLE. Theremaining dozen cuts, madein 1938,
arelackluster, hoky materid withaccordion, etc., but there's
enou h105f iorgerest herefor theseriousold-timefan or histo-
rian. .

MRR-WM-001 WHITETOP MOUNTAIN BAND
“L oafer’sDream” A pleasant 15-track collectionfromthis
popular family band from way back in the mountains of
Southwest Virginiathat has been preserving thelegacy of
thelateAlbert Hash, amuch respected fiddler and instru-
ment maker. The present group features Thornton Spencer
(fiddle) and hiswife Emily (banjo) and their daughter Martha
Thematerial issplit about evenly between old-timeand a
sort of Bluegrass (Jackson Cunningham on mandolin helps
out onthelatter songs, whichincludelFTHAT STHEWAY
YOU FEEL, | THREW AWAY THEKEY, and DRIFT-
ING TOO FAR FROM THE SHORE). The more old-
timey cutsfeature LIBERTY, SALLY ANNE, ROCKY IS
LAND, KEEPMY SKILLET GOOD & GREASY and
DEVIL' SDREAM. $13.50

PATUX-180 ANGELICA GRIM “Look For
Me"  We had not previously heard of this 19-year
old Californiagal, but if she stays within the Blue-
grassgenrewewill al probably hear quiteabit more
fromher. Inthisalbum that iswonderfully produced
by Frank Solivan (of the US Navy “Country Cur-
rent” band), Ms. Grim shines
through with a strong, true
voice that indicates sheis to-
tally at home in a Bluegrass
setting.  The Maryland based
Patuxent label has surrounded
Ms. Grim with some stellar
pickers including Mike
Munford and Bill Emerson
on banjo, Mike Auldridge on
dobro, John Miller (guitar),
Solivan on mandolin and harmony vocals, and the
always amazing Michael Cleveland on fiddle (he
seemsto appear on every Patuxent CD these days!).
The 12 songsarewell selected, with Ms. Grim doing
astand out job on | STILL MISS SOMEONE, IF |
NEEDED YOU, SHE'S MORE TO BE PITTIED,
her own LOOK FOR ME, and two Hazel Dickens
songs. Particularly strong are rousing versions of
HAND IN HAND WITH JESUS and HE TOOK
YOUR PLACE. A superb recording that we can
recommend highly.

$ 13.50

MULLINS-10687 JOE MULLINS & THE
RADIO RAMBLERS “Rambler’s Call”
Mullins, aformer member of the Traditional Grass
and the super group L ongview, and anoted Blue-
grassradio persondity who hasfollowed inthefoot-
steps of hisdad (fiddler, promoter and DJ Paul
Mullins), bringsabrand new group to the Bluegrass
scene—asuperb band that playsan excellent, dy-
namic brand of tasteful music. Mullinshaschosen
hismaterid wdl, and every
track ontheabumisfirst-
rate—it'sared pleasureto
hear thefinearrangements
of OLD BLUETOMOR-
ROW, HEAVEN’S
GREEN FIELDS,
FARMER'S BLUES,
DON'TYOU WANT TO
GO HOME, NO
LONGERAN ORPHAN,ANOTHER DAY AN-
OTHER DOLLAR, THE OLD ROCKING
CHAIR andthetitlesong. Wecanrecommendthis
without qualificationto anyonewholovesgood, solid
traditional Bluegrass! $13.50

Sy |
REFELERS

ROU-0574 DRY BRANCH FIRE SQUAD “Echoes
Of The Mountains” The current version of this band led
by Ron Thomasson includes Tommy Boyd (banjo & dobro),
Brian Aldridge (guitar & mandolin), and Dan Russell (bass
& banjo), and this is about the 10" record that Dry Branch
has done for the Rounder label (probably afew moreif you
go back to LPdays!). Asusual they present agood selection
of songs, including DIXIE COWBOY, LITTLE JOE,
POWER IN THE BLOOD, STORMY WATERS, ECHO
MOUNTAIN and UP ON THE DIVIDE. Strong, tradi-
tiona sound. $ 13.50

STARDAY-0840 THEA.L.PHIPPSFAMILY “Old
TimeMountain Pickin’ & Singin’. Kentucky’sPhipps
Family had asound remarkably smilar to that of the Carter
Family, andfor atimein thelate 1950sand 1960sthe group

aned agood measure of popularity, issuing severa LPson
the Starday |abel, onefor the Folkways company, and nu-
merous45rpm and L Pissueson their own PineMountain
label. WithA L. Phippsand hiswifeK athleen having passed
away someyearsago, it lookslikethisCD istheonly ex-
ampleof their musicthat iscurrently availabletothegenera
public. Though primarily known for their renditionsof old
Carter Family songs, thereisjust oneexampleof that here—
anice recording of POOR ORPHAN CHILD. There-
maining pieces, whilevery much reflecting the Carter influ-
ence, areavariety of gospel and topical songslike KEN-
TUCKY MINEEXPLOSION, THEENGINEER SLAST
RIDE, DEATH'S BLACK TRAIN, DEATH OF
ABRAHAM LINCOLN, etc. $11.00



JA-0084 BRETT RATLIFF “Cold Icy Moun-
tain” Despite some awkward, pretentious notes
(“This collection has the power of a mine explo-
sion, the power of young lust, the power of war...”
etc. etc.) thisisactually avery nice old time record,
with 16 traditional tunes featuring Ratliff’s old time
banjo, with full string band on afew tunes where he
is joined by the Clack Mountain String Band.
Ratliff himself has added some informative notes
about the tunes, and he carefully names the sources
for each of them: nameslike Buddy Thomas, Rufus
Crisp, Buell Kazee, Pete Steele and Addie Gra-
ham. The record is attractively packaged in an 8-
panel digipak, and we may assume that the artist is
from Kentucky, though
thereispreciouslittlerea in-
formation among all the
cutesy verbiage: itwould be
nice to know something
about Ratliff, like where he
is from, his age and back-
ground! There are alot of
neat tunes here, well played,
and it's nice to see the June
Appal collective (from Whitesburg, Ky.) putting out
CDs again. FORKED DEER, BLUE GOOSE,
AIN'T GONNA WORK TOMORROW, 9 MILES
OUT OF LOUISVILLE, etc. $13.50

HREFHRATLIFY

PATUX-177 NATELEATH & FRIENDS *“Rockville
Pike” Leath hasanicely produced old-timerecord here,
featuring hisfiddleon all but two of the 14 trackshere (he
playsdobroonthose). Heisjoined by nolessthan 11 other
singersand musicians, including Mark Schatz, who plays
acoustic bass (and old-time banjo on one cut). Thereis
singing on 8 of the 14 tracks, but the strength of the album
liesin Leath’sfiddling, alongwith someniceold-timebanjo
by Sarah Jarosz and equally impressive 2™ fiddle by
TatianaHargreaves. Therearegood, spirited versionsof
RIDEOLD BUCK TOWATER, RICHMOND, GREASY
COAT, MISSMcLEOD’ SREEL, TENNESSEE MOUN-
TAIN FOX CHASE and a couple of Leath originals,
ROSIN ON THE GOURD and thetitletune. Good guitar
work on most of the piecesby Danny Knicely providesa
solid anchor. Thesinging—shared by Ms. Hargreavesand
5 others—is inconsistent, with only one song really stand-
ing out: GillianWelch'sNO ONEKNOWSMY NAME,
very nicely sung by Ms. Jarosz. MOONSHINER, WILD
BILL JONES. $13.50

SMM-203 MAC & JENNY TRAYNHAM “When
The Roses Bloom In Dixieland” Pleasant and enjoy-
ableoldtimeduetsby Mac & Jenny. OnthisCD they play
two guitarswith many of the 13 songsinthe Delmore Broth-
ersstyle (soundslike Macisplaying atenor guitar on some
pieces). There's a nice selection of good songs like
FUGITIVE SLAMENT, SEETHAT TRAIN, | SEEGOD
IN EVERYTHING BEAUTIFUL STARS, BROKEN
HEARTED LOVER, SAILOR ON THE DEEP BLUE
SEA, etc. $13.50

CICD-1007 COSTACAMPBELLLLOYD& CLINE
“Sill LiveToo” Hereisanice 20-track collection of old
timesongs& tunesby a4-member band that includesJim
Lloyd, Jimmy Costa, Mark Campbell and Darrell Cline.
They feature several songsby Uncle Dave Macon, aong
with other good tunes like GREEN RIVER MARCH,
DUNBAR, DONE GONE, PATRICK COUNTY
BLUES, GOIN' DOWN TOWN, etc. $13.50

BOOK: FIDDLIN' CHARLIE BOWMAN
by Bob L. Cox (Univ. of Tennessee Press, 224
pp. softbound). Collectors of old-time records
from the 1920s will be aware of Charlie Bow-
man from severd finefiddle
records he made with his
brothers, plushiswork with
TheHill Billies, (otherwise
know as Al Hopkins & His
Buckle Busters). Few

people, however, would be ) .
SA]
[ §

timemusician and entertainer
who played with many other
bands (including the Blue
Ridge Ramblers and the
Rice Brothers) and traveled the vaudevillecir-
cuit, agood part of thetimewith two of hisdaugh-
ters, who were a so talented performers. Author
Cox hasdonean excedllentjobin coveringthelife
and career of Bowman, who made east Tennes-
seehishome. Thebook isnicely enhancedwitha
lot of good photos, and there are 4 appendices,
oneof themligingal Bowman'stour datesin1931-
32, preserved by hisdaughter Jennie. A very well
done and informative book. (Seeour web site
for a more extensive description of this book).
Book: $22.50

awarethat Bowmanwasafull ; :
¥

BATTEN-2008 AL BATTEN & THE BLUEGRASS
REUNION *“36 Yearsand Counting”. HereisaNorth
Carolina band that has been active in Bluegrass for more
than ageneration. Led by banjo picker and lead singer Batten,
thegroupistight and solid and soundslikeit’still having a
blast playing traditional Bluegrass music. A good batch of
songs includes JORDAN, PLEASE DON'T HONEY
PLEASE, CAROLINA MOUNTAIN HOME, AUNT
DINAH’S QUILTING PARTY, BOOTLEG JOHN,
SWEETEST LOVE, etc. $ 13.50

AUCTION-008 THE HARMANS “ All Prayed Up”
Thefivemembersof thislllinoisfami I%/ have another very
nicely doneabum here, with somehelpfrom Stuart Duncan,
Michadl Cleveland, and Brent Truitt (mandolin). Thistime
it'san all Bluegrass gospel record, with 11 well chosen
songsthat includeON THE SEA OF LIFE, THEANGELS
REJOICED, LIVIN’ IN THE NAME OF LOVE, ON
THE SEA OF LIFE, UNTIL THEN, GONNA BE
MOVIN’, I'M WINGING MY WAY and HELP ME.
Nicejob. $13.50




WC-2009 JOHNNY WARREN & CHARLIE
CUSHMAN *“A Tribute to Fiddlin" Paul War-
ren” Paul Warren, longtime stalwart in Lester
Flatt & Earl Scruggs Foggy Mountain Boys
never got to put out records of his own fiddling, be-
causein the 1950s it was customary for bandleaders
toforbid their sidemen from making records and sell-
ing them at shows (my, how things have changed).
Fortunately, quite afew of the old MarthaWhite TV
shows of the late 1950s and early 60s have been
preserved, and we can enjoy and admire Paul
Warren's excellent fiddling by watching those—ev-
ery one of those shows includes at |east one Warren
fiddletune, and most are backed up by Earl Scruggs
banjo. But now to this superb CD: Paul’s son,
Johnny Warren, a great fid-
dler in his own right, has
teamed up with Nashville
banjo picker par excellence
Charlie Cushman onthisre-
aly fine 17 tune collection.
The abum features a lot of
the obscure tunes that War-
renlearned growing upin cen-
tral Tennessee. Inadditionto
hisbetter known tunes (HOLLOW POPLAR, KATY
HILL, BUCK CREEK GAL and SUGAR TREE
STOMP (both Warrens were big fans of Fiddlin’
Arthur Smith™), there are tunes you will never hear
anywhereelse: WAIT IN THEKITCHEN TIL THE
COOK COMES HOME, WEEKENDER’'S TWO-
STERP, TWO HOG WEEDSAND ONE STALK OF
CORN, OLD JOE CAN'T PLAY THE FIDDLE,
etc. Warren and Cushman work together beauti-
fully, and they are joined on some tunes by guests
Earl Scruggs, Curly Seckler, and Marty Stuart. This
recording is beautifully done and avery appropriate
tribute to one of thegreat country/Bluegrassfiddlers.
With notes by Eddie Stubbs.  $ 13.50

RHY-1044 MICHAEL MARTIN MURPHEY
“Buckaroo Bluegrass’ Mr. Murphey is known primarily
asagood country songwriter, with several of hissongs hav-
ing been recorded repeatedly by Bluegrassartists. Happily,
three of the first four cuts on the disc are among his very
best songs: CAROLINA IN THE PINES, LOST RIVER,
and WHAT AM | DOING HANGING AROUND—and
thisalonewould carry thisalbum, Murphey’sfirst foray into
the Bluegrass genre. The 11 songs are al Murphey origi-
nals, and though the others are not as strong as the above 3
pieces, it'sall good listening, asthe singer is backed up by
an al-star cast of musicians that includes Andy Leftwich
on fiddle, Pat Flynn (guitar), Rob | ckes (dobro), Charlie
Cushman on banjo, and Ronnie McCoury sharing man-
dolin duties with Sam Bush. Rhonda Vincent adds a har-
mony vocal on CAROLINA IN THE PINES. A solid and
very pleasant album. $ 13.50

BACM-256 JIMMY LONG “Silver Haired Daddy
Of Mine” Thosewho collect early GeneAutry records
will bequitefamiliar with Long, who joined Autry on many
of hissessions, including hisvery first record (for Victor)
and his huge hit, thetitle song of thisalbum. Long also
made some records on his own and with his 14-year old
daughter Beverly—recorded in 1930 and 1933 for the
Gennett and Victor labels, most of theseareextremely rare
andthisisthefirst timewehave seen many of theseon CD.
Asevident on the 22 songs presented here, Long's style
wasreminiscent of both JmmieRodgersand Autry: afew
cutsaredefinitely inthe Rodgersmold, completewith yodel
and guitar runs. Othersfeaturetwo guitars, one of them
played didestyle. Thesongsaremostly of the sentimental
typelikeMY OLD COTTAGEHOME, CRADLEOFMY
DREAMS, THE OLD FOLKS BACK HOME, THE
OLD CHURCH CHOIR,and TWOLITTLE ORPHANS.

$15.00

MH-1206 BALSAM RANGE “Last Train
To Kitty Hawk” On their 2" record, this
Asheville-based band has another successful help-
ing of first-rate Bluegrass music that should appeal
to both thetraditional and contemporary fan. Good
lead vocals are contributed by Tim Surrett, Caleb
Smith and Buddy Melton, and Marc Pruett (banjo)
and Darren Nicholson (man-
dolin) provide much of the
excellent instrumental back-
ing. A nice selection of
songsinclude powerful ver-
sions of the traditional I'M
LONESOME WITHOUT
YOU and DOWN IN
CAROLINE. Other high-
lights of a more contemporary nature are PLACE
NO WREATH, SOMEWHERE IN BETWEEN,
SPRING WILL BRING FLOWERS, the late
Dottie Rambo's THE HOLY HILLS, and the title
track. An excellent record by a group to be reck-
oned with. $ 13.50

PALDAN BARTE

BOOK: THE SUNNY SIDE OF APPALACHIA
“Bluegrass From The Grassroots’ by B.L. Dotson-
Lewis (Infinity Press, 2008) 184 pp, softbound. Ms.
Dotson-Lewis, whoisfromMoaooresville, N.C. has put out
thismodest, homey collection of photosand interviewsof
various Bluegrass artists, placesand personalities. The
first 40 pages are devoted to photos, mostly taken at the
annua BluegrassFestiva at Summersville, West Va A few
are professional shotsdonated by theartists(Lilly Bros,
Jesse McReynolds) but most areinformal photostaken
by the author. The remainder of the book featuresinter-
viewswith peoplelike Bobby Osborne, Tony & Aubrey
Holt, Melvin Goins, Jamie Dailey, Jesse McReynolds,
LorraineJordan and quiteafew othersincluding Edgar
& Eunice Kitchens, the founders and operators of the
SummersvilleFestival. Not essential, but anice souvenir
with someinteresting material. $15.95



ACM-250 JULESALLEN “TheSinging Cowboy”

Texan JulesAllen was one of ahandful of authentic cow-
boy singersto be signed up by record labels (notably Vic-
tor) inthe 1920s—it’s safeto say hisrecords, along with
those of afew otherslike Carl Sprague, Peg Moreland,
Harry McClintock and the Cartwright Brothers paved
theway for thephenomenally successful careersof themovie
cowboyslike Gene Autry and Roy Rogersin the 1930s
& 40s, and | ater all the ersatz “cowboy” and “western”

singersthat followed. Allen—whowasbornin 1883—
recorded just 22 songsin two marathon sessionsin 1928
and 1929: they areal here on thiscomprehensivedisc,
sung mostly withjust asmpleguitar accompaniment (afew
havefiddleand harmonicaaswell). Hereyou' Il find songs
like TEXAS COWBOY, ZEBRA DUN, COW TRAIL
TOMEXICO, THEDYING COWBOQY, LITTLE JOE
THEWRANGLER, THEDAY SOF FORTY NINE and
PUNCHIN’ THE DOUGH. A couple of songsthat just
about everyoneknows—HOME ON THE RANGE and
OLD CHISHOLM TRAIL—featureme odiesthat aresig-
nificantly different from thosewearefamiliar with today.
Withinformative notesby Tony Russall. $15.00

SPC-0002 FERRELL STOWE “Trnava’” Stowe, a
good Midwestern dobro player, showsamore contem-
porary side herethan on hispreviousrecords, which have
been moreinthe Josh Gravesmold. Thetitleof theabum
happensto bethe name of thetowninthe Slovak Republic
that was home to the Dopyera Brothers, creators of the
original dobros. ThetunesTRNAVA and RETURN TO
TRNAVA are moody, nicely doneinstrumentalswith a
sparse but effective, somewhat modernflavor. Therest of
thedozen tunesare anice mixture of Sowe'sown compo-
stionsand somewell chosen and effectively played stan-
dards. Highlightsinclude BANKS OF THE OHIO (solo
Dobro), a very nice DON'T THIS ROAD LOOK
ROUGH & ROCKY (Stowe backed only by Stephen
Mougin’s guitar), PATHWAY OF TEARDROPS, and
LIFE' SHIGHWAY with excellent vocal by Carl Jack-
son. Mougin, Jesse Cobb (on Mandolin) and Jeremy
Garrett (fiddle) help out onafew tunes. $13.50

MFR-81228 STATEMENT “Walk, Talk & Testify”
Honest, well played & sung Bluegrassgospe musicby this
5-member band from southwest Virginia(nofiddle). Ashlee
and Josh Blankenship alternate on thevoca sand they have
agood sgection of 13songsincludingHOLDING UPTHE
LADDER, ALL PRAYED UP, LITTLE MOUNTAIN
CHURCH HOUSE, GOD BLESSTHE USA, WORK -
ING ON A BUILDING, WILL THE CIRCLE BE UN-
BROKEN, AMAZING GRACE, HAMMERS IN
HEAVEN,etc. $13.50

DAVIS-2009 ELDON DAVIS “Make MeA Pallet”
Another in aseriesof self-produced albumsby thisMid-
western dobro player. Heisjoined on this 10-tune record-
ing by Tim Eldridge on guitar and Wade Mitchell on bass.
A nice sdlection of tunesincludesMAGGIE, HOUSE OF
THE RISING SUN, CHEROKEE SWING SNOW-
BIRD, WILLOW GROVE, etc $13.50
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VIGOR-2005 BOBBY TAYLOR “Ragged Shirt”
Taylor, avery good West Virginiafiddler, has appeared be-
foreon variousold time collections. Here heisjoined by
JimNelson on guitar and Jeff Miller on banjo asheplays
full length versonsof 22 good tunes. TheseincludeHAPPY
JACK, RUN SMOKE RUN, RICHMOND POLKA,
BILLY IN THELOW GROUND, RACHEL, TWIN SIS
TERS, MARTHA CAMPBELL, SPOTTED PONY,
SANDY RIVERBELLE, WILSON’ SHORNPIPE, NEW
FIVE CENTSand others. A very enjoyablefiddlerecord-
ing. $13.50

JSP-7732 CLIFF CARLISLE “A Country
Legacy 1930-1939” Unless you go back to the
days of LPs, very little of this Kentucky born singer
has been available, despite the fact that he and his
brother Bill werevery prolific recording artistsinthe
1930s. That has now been corrected by Britain's
JSP label which presents not only this 84-track, 4-
CD collection, but another similar set as well (JSP-
7768 “Cliff CarlideVolume 2, also $27.50). Cliff—
who actually appeared on some of Jimmie Rodgers
recordings—had asimple but appealing style. Influ-
enced by Hawaiian guitarists in the 1920s, he was
one of the first country entertainers to feature an
unamplified steel guitar (he influenced Brother
Oswald and Josh Graves among others). Like
Rodgers, he had a warm southern voice and a good
yodel, and herecorded awide variety of material from
risqué double entendre songs to spirited, charming
gospel piecesthat included hisyoung son Tommy sing-
ingaswell. (Itisquiteinteresting to notethat fellow
Kentuckians Bill and Charlie Monroe between them
recorded at least 8 of the songs that Cliff waxed,
including FOOTPRINTSIN THE SNOW, VALLEY
OF PEACE, GOODBYE
OLD PAL, WHEN THE
CACTUS IS IN BLOOM,
END OF MEMORY LANE
and GIRL IN THE BLUE
VELVET BAND). This4-
CD set presents a good
cross section of the mate-
rial Carlislecut for avariety
of labels including Gennett, A.R.C., Bluebird and
Decca. It's kind of curious to find songs like ASH
CAN BLUES, SAL'S GOT A MEAT SKIN,
MOUSE’S EAR BLUES, and THAT NASTY
SWING on thesamediscas THE BLIND CHILD’S
PRAY ER and WHEN THE ANGELS CARRY ME
HOME, but no matter: there are some neat up tempo
numbers featuring Bill Carlisle’s distinctive guitar
work (SALLY LET YOURBANGSHANG DOWN,
RAISE A RUCKUS, BROKEN HEART,
UNCLOUDY DAY etc), a bunch of hobo songs
and Cliff’s fine take on TROUBLE IN MIND and
the rousing SHINE ON ME. Quite an interesting
set, and we' d recommend this one over Volume 2 for
those who would just like one good sampling of this
entertainer. 4-CD set:  $ 27.50




COUNTY SALES Pre Sorted

PO BOX 191 USFOSTACE
FLOYD,VA. 24091 PAID
Roanoke, VA
: Permit #495
o
. Hwagrasi o
Rebel Hats& T-Shirtd
HATS $10.00
Hat Colors
Black, Tan, Lt Blue & Navy Blue
SHIRTS $12.00
Shirt Colors
Navy Blue, White, dk. Green
SizesM, L, XL & XXL
ADDITIONAL NEW RELEASESNOW IN STOCK
Unlessotherwisenoted, all CDsare$ 13.50
ROU-0603 BOBBY OSBORNE “Bluegrass & Beyond" His 3 CD for Rounder
OLD-BLUE 704 NEW NORTH CAROLINA RAMBLERS “Four & A Half Old Time String Band
BCR-018 MELVIN GOINS & WINDY MOUNTAIN “Dancin’ In The Dirt”
PAP-2 THE NEW MULES “Pride of America’ features fine fiddler Garry Harrison
PATUX-174 PATRICK McAVINUE “Rutland’s Reel” Good fiddle album
PATUX-175 MARK DELANEY “SideCar” Solid 5-string banjo picker
PATUX-182 FRANK WAKEFIELD “Ownself Blues’ new CD by Mandolin legend
PATUX-176 JORDAN TICE “Long Story” Modern acoustic guitar
HRC-021 THE PINE RIVER BOY S with MAYBELLE Re-issue of old Heritage LP
YODEL-072 RAFE & CLELIA STEFANINI “Never Seen The Like” Great old-time fiddle
COMP-4482 ALISON BROWN *“The Company You Keep” Modern 5-string banjo
TENBROOKS-2008 TENBROOKS “Thoroughbred Bluegrass’
PRC-1169 SPECIAL CONSENSUS “Signs’ Chicago group now in 30" year
JEEP-2210 DICK KIMMEL & ADAM GRANGER “Live At The Rhein” 2-CD set ($ 15.00)
MRR-1004 JOHNNY WILLIAMS “Last Day At Galax” 15 mostly original Bluegrass songs
C& LE-214 THE ANITA FISHER BAND with RAY DEATON “Amazing What Prayer Can Do’
C& LE-217 HONI DEATON & DREAM “Gospel Collection” 10 Bluegrass gospel songs
OH-90065 THE McCUMBERS BROTHERS “Hillbilly Hobo” 13 Bluegrass cuts
ROU-0634 BELA FLECK “Throw Down Your Heart” Recorded in Africawith local artists

MFS-81120 LOST TIME BAND “AsTime Passes By” Features Brenda Clatterbuck songs & vocals



